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State Papers Online: Eighteenth Century, 1714–1782: Part IV – Scandinavia, Eastern Europe, and Turkey covers British relations with Russia, 
Sweden, Denmark, Prussia, Poland and Saxony, the Barbary States and the Ottoman Empire, and includes papers from the reigns of three 
‘Great’ rulers, Peter I and Catherine II of Russia, and Frederick II of Prussia. Alongside these are series of correspondence of the Secretaries of 
State with foreign ministers in England, Entry Books, Ciphers and Confidential records.

The northern behemoths of Russia and Sweden began the eighteenth century with a war that altered the power balance of northern Europe. The 
Swedish Empire declined and the country entered an ‘Age of Liberty’, whilst Tsarist Russia emerged as an imperial power. Prussia, a heavy-
weight in European politics, was alternately ally and enemy to Great Britain; the shifting alliances of this martial period are made particularly 
clear in the ‘Treaty’ series included in this collection. For Poland, the century was spent defending its territories from stronger powers, leading 
up to the First Partition of Poland in 1772.

British communications with Denmark, and with the Barbary States and the Ottoman Empire are also here, the latter a relationship that took 
British diplomats beyond the standard European Protestant-Catholic dichotomy.

ESSAYS FOR TEACHING AND LEARNING
Professor Jeremy Black

–– Introduction to State Papers Online Eighteenth Century,  
Part IV: Scandinavia, Eastern Europe and Turkey

–– Anglo-Russian relations, 1714-1782

–– State Papers Confidential, 1714-1782

Dr Michael Bregnsbo, University of Southern Denmark
–– Anglo-Danish relations, 1714-1782

Dr Jacek Burdowicz-Nowicki
–– Anglo-Polish Relations, 1714-1782

Professor Simon Dixon, University College London
–– Catherine the Great 

Dr Gunnar Åselius, Försvarshögskolan, Swedish Defense University
–– Anglo-Swedish relations, 1714-1782

Professor Matt Schumann, Eastern Michigan University
–– British Foreign Policy during the Seven Years’ War (1749-63)

Professor Karl Schweizer, New Jersey Institute of Technology
–– Anglo-Prussia relations,1714-1782

Dr Andrew Thompson, University of Cambridge
–– Britain and the ‘Protestant Interest’, 1714-1782

Dr Michael Talbot, University of Greenwich
–– British-Ottoman Relations, 1713-1779: Commerce, Diplomacy,  

and Violence

Professor Peter Wilson, University of Oxford
–– Frederick the Great

STREAMLINING RESEARCH
Built on the same platform as State Papers Online, 1509–1714, and 
cross-searchable with it, State Papers Online: 18th Century expands 
the research possibilities for scholars offering multiple options for 
finding and viewing manuscripts to suit different research needs:

•	 Basic and advanced search

•	 Time-saving limiters, allowing users to limit results by date, reign, 
collection segment, or manuscript volume, language, illustrations 
and maps

•	 Browse manuscripts, enabling users to view a single volume of 
manuscripts, or jump from volume to volume – crucial for finding 
documents which are not fully calendared

•	 Calendar entries linked to each facsimile manuscript document

•	 Manuscript document in full-screen view with zoom from 5%–400%

•	 The ability to view two manuscripts side by side for comparative 
analysis

KEY EVENTS OF THE COLLECTION
King Karl XII of Sweden shot dead (1718)

Russian victory against Sweden in the Great Northern War (1721)

Death of Peter the Great (1725)

Anglo-Russian Commercial Treaty signed (1734)

War of the Austrian Succession (1740-48) 

The ‘Diplomatic Revolution’ between France and Austria (1756) 

Murder of Tsar Peter III and the accession of Catherine the Great 
(1762)

Treaty of Hubertusberg ends the Seven Years’ War, restoring the 
status quo in Europe (1763)

Development of the League of Armed Neutrality in reaction to the 
aggressive British naval policy (1780s)

Manuscript Series in Part IV:

SP 71: Secretaries of State: State Papers Foreign, Barbary States

SP 75: Secretaries of State: State Papers Foreign, Denmark

SP 88: Secretaries of State: State Papers Foreign, Poland and Saxony

SP 90: Secretaries of State: State Papers Foreign, Prussia

SP 91: Secretaries of State: State Papers Foreign, Russia

SP 95: Secretaries of State: State Papers Foreign, Sweden

SP 97: Secretaries of State: State Papers Foreign, Turkey

SP 100: Secretaries of State: State Papers Foreign, Foreign Ministers (in 
England)

SP 103: Secretaries of State: State Papers Foreign, Treaty Papers

SP 104: Secretaries of State: State Papers Foreign, Entry Books

SP 106: Secretaries of State: State Papers Foreign, Ciphers

SP 107: Secretaries of State: State Papers Foreign, Confidential


